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"Markthalle im Viadukt" Zürich 

Within 30 minutes we got a good impression of the "Markthalle im Viadukt" in Zurich by sketching it’s 
environment, consulting maps and brochures, interviewing vendors and last but not least by walking 
through the different shops and gazing at their products.  

The "Markthalle" originated about five years 
ago and uses the infrastructure and free space 
of a railroad viaduct located in the former 
industrial district in Zurich West. Prior to that 
there was no market existing but rather small 
business such as stonemasons and automobile 
mechanic. With the moving away of the 
industry from Zurich West the former industrial 
buildings were converted step by step and the 
district experienced a strong transformation. 

 

 

Today the "Markthalle im Viadukt" is especially 
frequented by the residents of the adjacent 
neighborhoods. But there are also some 
people from other parts of the city coming to 
explicitly buy specialities. And finally there is an 
increasing amount of tourists visiting in the 
Markthalle. Whereas the people from the 
neighbourhood are coming through the whole 
week, the tourists are especially important on 
the weekends. Generally, the peaks of 
customers are in the early afternoon and the 
early evening. The central and well served 
location in the up-and-coming district makes it 
easy for customers to reach the Market by 
public transport or by bike. Besides, along the 

viaduct there is an attractive walk- and bikeway leading directly to the Markthalle. 

 

Inside, the "Markthalle" is well structured by the 
arches of the viaduct. There is one shop for 
each kind of product as for example meat, fish 
or dairy products. This leads to a high diversity 
of shops and products but makes it difficult to 
compare prices for the same category of 
products. Speaking of prices, a lot of the 
products are home-made or specialities and 
therefore in a higher price segment. Most of 
the stores are already there since the very 
beginning of the "Markthalle". As there is no 
possibility for storage and there is little space 
for the movement of goods around the 

"Markthalle" for some sellers the delivery of stocks is quite challenging and has to be done frequently. 

"Aussersihler Viadukt" 1898, Source: BAZ 

"Markthalle im Viadukt", Source: www.montagsmarkt.ch 
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